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Class of 2022 largest ever, 
confirms size matters 


Ina ing effort to ex en- 
rollment, Middlebury College has 
announced that the class of 2022 is 
its largest ever, confirming once and 
for all that size does matter. 

The announcement sparked out- 

amongst the classes of 2019, 
2020, and 2021, as well as their re- 
spective feb classes, all of whom felt 
that their class size was oh to 
meet the standards of the college's 
admissions department. 

“I just thought that the collective 
size of my class would be enough 
for the school,” said Timothy Mar- 
tin, "20. “I mean, we have just a lit- 
tle under 600 people in our class, 
but that's still a little above average, 

ight? I don't know. I just tho 
Ep class size S more = 
enough to satisfy the office of ad- 
missions.” 

While the school has historically 
expressed sufficient pleasure with 
the sizes of their previous classes, 
admissions has made it clear that 
bigger is definitely better, as the 
class of 2022 is substantially above 


with rj 650 members. 

“Look, we love every class on 
campus and everything that they've 
done for us. But the class of 2022 
is just so huge. Those 50 extra stu- 
dents really make all the difference,” 
noted admissions officer Laurie 
Swinton. “They fill spots on campus 
that no other class was able to fill 
before them! 

When asked about the implica- 

tions of admitting larger and larger 
classes every year, the office admis- 
sions acknowledged that returning 
students will likeły experience feel- 
ings of inadequacy as their class size 
becomes comparatively smaller and 
smaller. 
“We know this may cause conflict 
between the classes, but we are con- 
fident in saying that each one will be 
able to contribute in many positive 
ways,” said Swinton in the official 
nt. 

Although the size of the class of 
2022 is impressive, the Judaism de- 
partment has recommended that a 
portion be removed. 
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Campus oil rig to bolster carbon 
neutrality efforts, says Board of Trustees 


“We're dug in on the issue of divestment,” says Board of Trustees. COURTESY OF AMANDA WHITELY 


The Board of Trustees has Rockefeller, “46. “We believe their lungs with putrid black 


Size 


The 2018 Kinsey report on college size demographics. COURTESY OF SCIENTIST 


Midd class sizes 


(appr or.) 


recently announced its deci- 
sion to construct an oil rig on 
campus in order to diversify 
its Carbon Neutrality efforts. 
The new rig, which is being dug 
behind Johnson, is a response 
to student complaints that the 
campus’ ‘Carbon Neutrality’ 
achievement is largely thanks 
to “sneaky, bastard-like lies 
about carbon offsetting.” 

If successful, the oil rig will 
create a new source of energy, 
allowing the Board to divest 
from major fossil fuels com- 
panies while simultaneously 
saving money and respondin: 
thoughtfully to the demands o 
the td body. 

“Weve worked hard to in- 
crease locally sourced food in 
our dining halls,” says Trustee 
Member Reginold ‘Monsanto’ 


students should know where 
their oil is coming from, too.” 

The Trustees have made sig- 
nificant effort to include stu- 
dents in the process, including 
holding several closed, unan- 
nounced committee meetings. 
They also consulted with Geol- 
ogy majors to request advice on 
‘digging stuff up. 

“I got into Geology because of 
my love for the environment,” 
said Kale Palin “19.5, “so I was 
really excited about the op- 
portunity to help the Board of 
Trustees set up this rig. I love 
being outside.” 

Other students are less ex- 
cited about the project. The 
residents of the Solar Decath- 
lon claim that the construction 
has not only blocked their so- 
lar panels, but it has also filled 


particulate matter. When asked 
for a quote, resident Ashley 
Finch “20 coughed for a 30 sec- 
onds before getting a glass of 
water. 

In response to Divesťs claims 
that the construction of the 
new Tig should count toward 
our carbon tally, Board mem- 
bers were quick to point out 
that the rig is technically leased 
for the next 50 years, and there- 
fore “totally doesn't count.” 

The Board is confident that 
the rig will help address other 
concerns from the student body, 
such as Proctor being too cold, 
and the unnecessary surplus of 
parking spots in E - Lot. The 
project also offers a more local- 
ly sourced way to burn through 
money than the cross-conti- 
nent Monterrey campus. 


PREGNANCY SCARE WAY FUNNIER IN 
RETROSPECT 


“Lol,” says ex. 


HEALTH, PAGE 12 


MOUNTAIN CLUB CHANGES ITS 
NAME TO WHITE STUDENT UNION 


“Because not everyone in our group likes 
mountains,” says John Hopkington 19.5. 


ADVENTURE, PAGE 18 


BASKETBALL EXCITED ABOUT 2032 
RECRUITS 


“Wait, that’s too many recruits,” says NES- 
CAC comptroller 


SPORTS, PAGE 15 


NEW FEB CURRENTLY SPENDING 
FEBMESTER STOPPING KONY 


“I think I've nearly got him!” says Whitak- 
er Stevens ‘22.5. 


AFRICA, PAGE 8 


SGA HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE 


Community Council discusses recent 
survey on lack of response to previous 
surveys. 


FAKE NEWS, PAGE 18 


LOCAL FUNNY PAPER DOESN'T EVEN 
KNOW HOW TO FORMAT CORRE— 


They were so close to formatting really 
well and are a totally credible news sou- 


C-SECTION, PAGE 420 
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OPINION 


Editorial 


Divest from 
The Campus 


Welcome to the first print 
edition of the The Local 
Noodle, Middlebury’s Only 
News Source. We're a two 
year old satirical newspaper 
with the chutzpah of a child 
genius. Though much of our 
coverage is comical, the main 
purpose of our journalism 
is, and has always been, to 
identify and tackle the real 
problems here on Middle- 
bury’s campus. 

In honor of our first print 
edition, we would like to 
take this opportunity to 
announce our largest and 
most heartfelt campaign: to 
encourage the Middlebury 
administration to divest its 
financial support from The 
Campus. 

Our argument is manifold. 
First and foremost, we take 
issue with The Campus’ 
environmental impact. If 
you look at the numbers, by 
printing 1,600 copies each 
week, with 16 pages per 
issue, The Campus could 
waste up to 60,000 hours of 
people’s time. 

To put this into perspec- 
tive, this is the equivalent, in 
time wasted, to hours lost to 
JusTalks trainings. 
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Fortunately, much of this 
cost is averted: our research 
suggests that the last time 
anyone read something other 
than a cartoon dates back to 
about 2006. But the collec- 
tive burden of this time still 
seems impossible to ignore 
from an administrative per- 
spective. 

These various impacts 
were calculated before tak- 
ing into account The Cam- 
pus" impact on the students 
in terms of emotional labor. 
Specifically, how sad it is. 

Our guestion is: why does 
our school continue to keep 
this dying newspaper afloat, 
instead of funding more 
worthy causes, such as more 
Panther Parades, or that 
Monterrey school? Middle- 
bury is operating on a tight 
budget. Our endowment has 
dwindled down to a mere 
$900 million - less than half 
of the lacrosse team"s cumu- 
lative trust fund. Why waste 
it on that cum rag? 

Instead, The Noodle urges 
to administration to take 
the money it is saving and 
reinvest it in more profitable 
sources, such as Big Pharma, 
or fossil fuel companies. 
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Let's Hear it for the Boys 
Saturdays are not Enough 


elcome to “Let's 
Hear it From the 
Boys,” my semi-reg- 


ular column about life at Mid- 
dlebury and culture at large. 
I’m Chet Studebaker, a senior 
here at Midd, and I'll be bring- 
ing you dispatches from my 
corner of the world. You can 
find more of my writing on 
Barstool forums. 

Let’s face it. There’s a spec- 
ter haunting the Middle- 
bury campus. And no, I’m not 
talking about Halloween. We 
all feel it as we walk from the 
Athletic Center to our At- 
water suites, we feel it as we 
drive through town in our 
Jeep Cherokees, and we feel it 
with each crumpled Natty Ice 
we toss in the middle of Bat- 
tell Beach. We are haunted by 
modernfeminism. 

It’s a challenging, scary time 
to be a man in America. When 
I see my idols, like the hilar- 
ious Louis C.K., forced out of 
their jobs, their reputations 
tarnished without any mea- 
sure of due process, I start to 
really get scared for my own 
future. Even the men who 
maintain their jobs, like cer- 
tifiable frat star and notable 
jurist Brett Kavanaugh, are 
smeared with the broad brush 
of misandry. I accidentally sat 


To the Editor 
“Burn the Witches” 


The Noodle welcomes all letters 
to the Editor. We try to print 

all letters, but because of free 
space limitations, we reserve 
the right to refuse conservative 
viewpoints. 


To publish a letter, please email 
it to idgaf@thenoodle.com. 


in on a gender studies class 
during preview days, so I can 
definitively say that modern 
feminism is really just poorly 
disguised man-hatred. The re- 
cent so-called #MeToo “move- 
ment” isn’t about equality, it’s 
about using lies and exaggera- 
tions to marginalize men. 


“If feminism 


The “We Believe Survivors” 
posters that went up around 
campus in recent weeks only 
affirm that Middlebury is be- 
coming a place where femi- 
nism, which claims to be about 
equality, is actually a way for 
women to police men’s actions, 
marginalize our contributions, 
and stifle our voices. This isn’t 
equality, it’s a side-stepping 
of the legal system this great 
nation is based on. If someone 
were to accuse me of commit- 
ting assault, I hope that the 
judicial system here at Mid- 


Dear Sirs, 


As The Campus has refused to 
publish my continued op-ed sub- 
missions, I have no choice but to 
turn to you, The Local Noodle, as 
a last bastion of free speech. As a 
professor of Puritan society, I am 
concerned. Our great college is in 
grave , and risks evoking the 
ire of the higher power if we do not 
deal with the danger flying in our 
midst. 

I speak of course of the Witches 
that roam Battell Beach Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 4:30-6:00 and 
Sundays from 12:00-2:00. Their ex- 
istence is a mockery to the Puritan 
ideals that I have dedicated my en- 
tire life’s service unto. For make no 
mistake, this so called “Quidditch 
Team” consists of nothing but her- 
etics consumed by the seductive 
power of black magics. For I see 
their bizarre pagan monuments, 
three hoops on sticks at either end 
of the field. I note their hubris as 
they attempt to ascend this mortal 
plane and take flight on broom- 
stick. And, above all, I know they 
sometimes don those really pointy 
hats, a clear mark of unholy and 
dark rituals. 

These, in summation, are the 


dlebury would be able to get to 
the bottom of it quickly, fairly, 
and with minimal emotional 
duress to both parties. And, 
as someone who has been ac- 
cused a time or two in my day, 
I can say with confidence that 
the system is totally fair. 

But nevertheless, the culture 
of misandry pervades, parad- 
ing itself as feminism. If fem- 
inism is really about equality, 
then we must ask ourselves 
what we can do for the embat- 
tled men of Middlebury in this 
moment of social terror. 

I hope that I can inspire all 
of us on this campus to think 
about the way that we can be 
#BroAllies. As the culture of 
feminism becomes more tox- 
ic, I have realized a simple 
truth. Yes, Saturdays are most 
definitely for the boys, but 
sometimes Saturdays aren’t 
enough. Each of us needs to 
think about what it means to 
support bros on this campus 
seven days a week. Being a 
Bro Ally means affirming your 
bros. It means being there for 
them in hard times. Ultimate- 
ly, these are simple measures 
that anyone can take any day 
of the week, not only on Sat- 
urday. They go a long way in 
preserving the beauty of bro- 
mances, no homo. 


traits of the black magics. Thus 
they mock the natural religious or- 
der of this world. They mock the 
will of God. Therefore, I propose 
one simple solution. Hear me now, 
Local Noodle editorial staff, for it is 
here that I must make my decree: it 
has come time to burn the witches! 
For only when the heretics are con- 
sumed by holy flame will the loom- 
ing hex be lifted from this campus, 
and the glory of our Lord will reign 
supreme. 

Now I am told, particularly by 
every other faculty employee in the 
religion department, that I am too 
Draconian in my judgements. But 
I am not an unreasonable man. I 
am of course willing to treat each 
of the guilty to a trial. If they do 
not immediately consent to a trial, 
I su it would be ible to 
tie ee boulders cid their 
heathen ankles and leave them to 
the icy judgement of Lake Dun- 
more. For those who re-emerge 
are undoubtedly practitioners of 
the unholy arts. Of those who sink, 
however, God will recognize His 
own. 


Cordially, 
John Whiteman 
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OPINION 


Not My Administration 


Trigger warning: adminis- 
tration, power 


e all agree that 

2018 has been a 

tumultuous year 
of change and of rethinking 
social dynamics in Trump's 
America. However, it's time 
we acknowledge the prob- 
lems here on our own campus. 
Namely, it’s time we notice 
that democracy on campus has 
finally fallen apart, and that 
the fricken’ administration 
has stolen all of our power. 


Think about it: how did Lau- 
rie Patton, Shalom Goldman, 
and this “Board of Trustees” 
business get all the clout on 
campus? Why do they get to 


make all the decisions around 
here? 

I don’t remember freely 
electing this administration. 
In fact, what I remember is 
my parents paying 60,000 
dollars a year and no elec- 
tions! How do we know those 
hard-earned dollars didn’t go 
straight into the pockets of 
lobbyists like Baishakhi? 

I don’t remember a popu- 
lar vote when they forced us 
to start calling the organic 
farm the dumb “Knoll.” Com- 
rades, language is power and 
our administration is using it 
against us! 

And this was long before 
their largest infraction of the 
year -- the removal of to-go 
boxes. They took the dining 
halls -- the only three spaces 
safe enough to assemble out- 
side the purview of their sur- 
veillance apparatuses i.e. so- 
called “academic buildings” 
-- and plugged them into their 
Internet of Things. 

They put us in boxes -- and 
then they took those very 
boxes away. 

As of the last time I checked, 
there's such a thing as free 
speech in this country, and 
that means we have the in- 
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alienable right to do whatever 
we want. 

Well I’ve had enough. It's 
time to implement a new rul- 
ing regime here on Middle- 
bury campus, one that actu- 
ally speaks for the common 
student. One that represents 
the interests of the aver- 
age Joe, the Econ Major, and 
doesn’t pander to big-money 
groups like the “Alumni.” 


“They put us 
in boxes -- and 
those very 
boxes away.” 


Do you think it’s coinci- 
dence that school starts on 
Yom Kippur each year? And 
didn’t you know the word 
“administration” is an ana- 
gram for the word “menstrua- 
tion?” Think people! Use your 
heads! 

I've lost where I'm going 
with this, but we all agree my 
point still stands. 

My proposal: It’s time to Oc- 
cupy College Street. No longer 
will the 1% of administrators 
rule the 1% of this country. Fly 
your BannerWebs high and 
join the hunger strike! 


Why Does the Battell Fire Alarm 
Always Go off During My Bath? 


"m sure everyone has had 

this experience. You've 

had a long day of classes, 
you're stressed for midterms, 
and you need a way to decom- 
press. It's time to treat your- 
self to a nice, hot, refreshing 
bath. After the bath is filled 
with the most artisanal wa- 
ters, you step in. The hot and 
steamy water sends shock- 
waves through your cold skin 
and rejuvenates your energy. 
The warmth overcomes you 
as you get progressively more 
and more wet. 


Suddenly, a siren shrieks 
from across the hall. You 


scramble to make sense of the 
noise and light. Your moment 
of self-care has been inter- 
rupted. By the fire alarm. 

Now, I don't know why ex- 
actly this happens. Maybe 
the people on the first floor 
don't know how to roll their 
dank joints correctly. May- 
be the people on the second 
floor stole a toaster from Ross 
and put cheese in it. And who 
knows what goes on in the 
nunnery? 

All I know is that the last 
four times I have tried to 
bathe in Battell, I have been 
rudely interrupted by the 
blaring result of either first- 
year shenanigans or inexpli- 
cable danger. This leaves me 
in the ever uncomfortable po- 
sition of having to decide be- 
tween putting on clothes and 
evacuating, or allowing Patri- 
cio, my therapy rubber ducky, 
and myself to die peacefully in 
the cackling flames. 

I don't even live in Battell, 
but the wonders of being able 
to take a bath on a college 
campus are why I came to 


Middlebury. Battell was the 
highlight of my tour. I should 
have the right as a Middlebury 


College student to release the 
stress that has built up inside 
me in a blissfully bubbling 
Battell bath. This is an issue 
that has been going on for too 
long, and it must stop imme- 
diately. My well-being is at 
stake. Patricio's well-being is 
at stake. Middlebury College 
is at stake. The last truly en- 
riching experience one can 
get here is being ruined. It is 
time to #boycottthefirealarm. 
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Fake Blood, Real 
Consequences 


Ą employees enj 
m fon Wie ché test O 


you, the donation of fake blood is 
getting out of control. After the 
first post-Halloween blood drive 
that we held, we noticed many 
patients felt “bloodcurdling” One 
man described feeling like his Ad- 
p ywa ás 

ing some tests on the 
ected patiens, we at Porter 
were shocked to see what seemed 
to be a fake blood mixture cours- 


ing through their veins. When I 
did a blood test to test what was 
going on, the cut gushed with the 
filling of Gushers! 

As a nurse practitioner, I have 
never seen any Halloween “prank” 
hurt so many people. It was funny 
the first time, but at this point, it 
is just cruel. These people need 
red blood cells, plasma, O nega- 
tive, and A positive: not the left- 
over fake blood from people who 
dressed up like Allison Stanger for 
Halloween. 


The Middlebury Campus 


is seeking writers. 


Are you masochistic? And not funny? 


Get in touch. 


read us 


> 


Middlebury 


facebook /thelocalnoodle 


instagram Othelocalnoodle 


venmo Local-Noodle 


if you like our stuff 


write for us 


thelocalnoodleOgmail.com 
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Student Dresses up as Red Dot, 
Accused by Sports Team of 
Appropriating their Culture 


Halloween often inspires a so- 
cial justice battle, but this year's 
was led by an unlikely group 
of individuals: Middlebury’s 
‘Brothers in Recreational Orga- 
nized Sports’ (BROS) Club has 
accused a student (who wishes 
to remain unnamed) of appro- 
priating their culture after he 
dressed up like a red dot. 

“We were just trying to throw 
an inclusive party for anyone 
skinny enough to get through 
our door,” explained club presi- 
dent Thad McGuire, “when this 
dude came in with this frickin’ 
bright red dot across his chest. 


“I just think it's important for 
people to understand they can't 
throw on a costume for one day 
and pretend to understand us,” 
he continued, between pulls on 
his Juul. "It's a part of me. It's my 
culture; BROS being BROS. To 
see it used as a punchline is sim- 
ply offensive.” 

He explains that though he 
might have been prepared to 
forgive this as an isolated in- 
cident, it adds too much to the 
existing pressures their culture 
faces. The club members report 
having already felt marginalized 
and afraid to be themselves all 


year. “Do you know how hard it 
is to pretend we voted for Hillary 
Clinton? Do you?” Thad added. 

The conflict was resolved 
when the two parties realized 
that the ‘Red Dot’ costume was 
actually meant to be a reference 
to the candy. However, the scan- 
dal has since inspired McGuire 
and his fellow BROS to take on 
a larger campaign of 'cultural 
defense.’ Their goal is to protect 
other BROS-only activities, like 
eating at the first two tables at 
Ross, entering the weight room, 
and complaining about Meatless 
Mondays. 


FiveThirtyEight Predicts 
Disaster on Your Midterms 


Forecasting your midterm results 


Updated Nov 2018, at 4:20 PM 


1IN5 


Chance you do ok 


Based on data and in- 
terviews with your dean, 
professor, and study friend, 
polling site FiveThirtyE- 
ight is now predicting 'total 
fucking disaster’ on your 
midterms. Despite previous 
statistics that suggested a 
79% chance of “doing not 
great but, you know, de- 
cent,” recent data released 
this Thursday suggests 
a mere lin 5 chance of 
«coming up with something 
slightly better than the shit 


4 IN 5 


Chance you totally fuck everything up. 


you usually whip out last 
minute." 

FiveThirtyEight's model 
clarifies that despite your 
many resolutions to start 
studying early this semes- 
ter, your targets have been 
thrown off by changing 
media patterns, such as 
posts on Middlebury Memes 
for Crunchy Teens and The 
Local Noodle's Instagram. 
It also listed the damaging 
factor of getting "too high.” 

The prediction concluded 


that given the near-cer- 
tainty of your 'totally 
embarrassing yourself and 
everything you stand for, 
the report concludes that 
you should ‘hide your face 
in class for the rest of the 
goddamn semester like the 
lousy, procrastinating fuck- 
face you always have been.’ 
To top it all off, it also re- 
ported that when your par- 
ents see your grades, there’s 
a shocking 100% chance 
that the house will flip. 
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Haunted House to 
Feature Murray Dry 
Lecture 


Following last year’s com- 
plaints that the Middlebury 
Haunted House failed to 
induce any serious scares 
in participants, the Mid- 
dlebury College Activities 
Board has announced that 
this year’s production will 
feature a Murray Dry Amer- 
ican Politics lecture as its 
grand finale. This unprec- 
edented addition seeks to 
shake up the typical haunt- 
ed house formula by not fo- 
cusing on jump scares, but 
instead relying on deep ex- 
istential dread to spook its 
visitors. 

The Local Noodle has 
learned that in addition to 
signing a mandatory waiver 
before being allowed inside 
the attraction, students will 
now be forced to pick up a 
copy of the Terry L. Johnson 
edition United States Pock- 
et Constitution to keep with 
them throughout the expe- 
rience. Before coming to the 
exit of the house, students 
will reportedly be led into a 
perfect recreation of Mun- 
roe 320, where they will 
then have to take a seat in 
order to escape. 


Two minutes later, Pro- 
fessor Murray Dry, played 
by Zach Braff, will walk in 
and “get right to it.” Stu- 
dents will be cold-called 
and asked to recount last 
night’s reading one by one, 
before being questioned on 
what resonated with each 
individual in particular. 

Early reports also indicate 
that one unlucky student 
will be called upon to recite 
the entirety of Leo Strauss’s 
bibliography, before being 
sent home with three hours 
worth of reading. MCAB has 
confirmed that there will be 
an additional and optional 
reading by Eva Braun avail- 
able for those who real- 
ly want to engage with the 
text. 

The Middlebury Haunt- 
ed House will take place on 
both October 26th and 27th, 
for four hours each. Al- 
though the Haunted House 
is supposed to last only ten 
minutes, MCAB warns that 
students should prepare 
for the haunted house run 
approximately an hour and 
fifteen minutes longer than 
advertised. 


Phoenix Confirms 
They Don’t Exist 


In accordance with the col- 
lege’s ban against “student 
participation in or affilia- 
tion with single-gender fra- 
ternities or sororities,” the 
underground secret society 
Phoenix has announced they 
do not exist. In response to 
a college inquiry, the soci- 
ety released a statement this 
week confirmed, “Yep, we 
totally aren’t real and don’t 
exist.” 

The inquiry was launched 
after anonymous student re- 
ports that the society upheld 
exclusive and socioeconomi- 
cally-driven values contrary 
to the college’s mission and 
student body vibe. Luckily, 
their fears were assuaged by 
Phoenix’s vehement assur- 
ance that, “we would never 
do something like that!” Al- 
though many already sus- 
pected that the sorority dis- 
solved two years ago after 


problems with recruitment 
that ruined a friend group, 
their announcement that the 
accusation was “crazy talk” 
finally put the doubts to rest. 

The spotlight on the so- 
rority induced some fear in 
the secret fraternities on 
campus, such as DKE, who 
heard the news during one of 
their hazing rituals and had 
to pause licking each others’ 
balls to process the update. 
“Wait, do we exist?” asked 
one hockey player in the frat, 
who had a dozen $100 bills 
taped to his inner thighs. 

The other secret frats, 
which asked not to be named, 
also do not exist. 

Further student reports 
even suggested that pictures 
of this article were being cir- 
culated in the Phoenix's to- 
tally nonexistent GroupMe, 
with the caption “omg lol we 
made it!" 
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Holding Breath Found to Reduce CO2 Emissions 


Last Tuesday, the LP.C.C released 
a report indicating that most fun 
stuff will probably go away by the 
end of the century. However, even 
more recent studies suggest there 
is still ample opportunity for the 
concerned citizen to offset their 
carbon footprint and save some 
stuff, although most coral reefs and 
all the good beaches will be under- 
water by 2040. 

Recent discoveries by the authors 
of the Science study, “Combating 
anthropogenic climate disasters 
via reductive atmospheric gas ex- 
change,” suggest that humans may, 
ti er, actually be able to drasti- 

y reduce their carbon output by 
simply not breathing. 

“The revelation is a big one,” says 
lead author Dr. Andrew Hecksel- 
baum. “We've known for a long 
time now that humans breathe in 
oxygen and breathe out carbon di- 
oxide, but our computational mod- 
el is the first to show that we can 
actually reduce our footprint and 
help save the world by, quite sim- 
ply, holding our breaths.” 

In the midst of Trump-era poli- 
tics, some here at Middlebury have 
taken to action in the absence of 
any federal guidelines or legislation 
regarding not-breathing. 

“The historical and sociological 
implications of breathing in The 
Global North are manifest,” says Di- 
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Global average surface temperature change 


vest Club president Forest “River” 
Longbottom, ‘19.5. “As the United 
States is acountry that has a history 
of exploiting the world’s resources 
through excessive breathing, the 
responsibility to NOT breathe at 
turning point like this one is a re- 
sponsibility we all must bear” 

The Sunday Night Environ- 
mental Group agrees, says SNEG 
member Alicia McAdams, ‘20.5. 
“You know, breathing is really not 
a new issue, but just one that's only 
recently caught the attention of the 
media,” she claims. “As a matter of 
fact, Bill McKibben has devoted his 
entire life to being a writer and en- 
vironmentalist who specializes in 
topics related to not breathing, and 
if you ask me, we should all be fol- 


twe 
keep 
breathing 


lowing his example.” 

McAdams’ cohead of SNEG, Earl, 
was unable to offer a comment be- 
cause he was holding his breath. 

In a somewhat surprising turn 
of events, even the administration 
here at Middlebury is in agreement 
with student climate activists. In 
an official statement released by 
College leadership, Executive Vice 
President for Finance and Treasur- 
er David Provost sent out a school- 
wide email announcing: “In line 
with our environmental commit- 
ment, the administration here at 
Middlebury is and always has been 
devoted to breath reduction, as ev- 


idenced by the fact that no one on 
our Board of Trustees has taken a 
breath since 1950.” 


Bio Mojor Proves Female Orgasm A Myth 


Ron Justad, presenting the findings to his ex-girlfriend and her new girlfriends. COURTESY OF RON JUSTAD 


As a capstone to a long and suc- 
cessful Biology career at Middle- 
bury college, senior Richie Logan 
announced today that he had sci- 
entifically concluded the female 
orgasm was a non-existent phe- 
nomenon. Logan, who had been 
given a research grant for a thou- 
sand dollars to investigate the fea- 
sibility of the female climax, spent 
hundreds of hours slaving away 
watching footage of both gay and 
straight intercourse in Bicentenni- 
al Hall before coming to his conclu- 
sion. Additionally, he interviewed 
thirty of his fellow male biol 
majors and two of his close fem: 
friends, finding that an overwhelm- 
ing majority agreed with his thesis. 


Finally, he combed over thousands 
of “read” texts he had received 
throughout his career at Middle- 
bury, which he claimed were “an 
important piece of the puzzle” 

“I got the idea to investigate this 
trickery,” Logan said, chucklin, 
“after overhearing a particularly 
annoying conversation in Atwater 
last spring. Now, I'm not denying 
that there might be a placebo effect 
going on here- but come on. You 
clearly can't orgasm without male 
genitalia. Tm proud to have put this 
issue to rest" 

Logan is being lauded across 
campus for finally settling this de- 
bate in a scientific manner. Stud- 
ies show about 49% of freshmen 


believe he is an inspirational role 
model, and he has already received 
invitations to speak to the Young 
Americans Foundation and the 
entire Economics department. 
When asked for a comment, his 
advisor Professor Mark Logan said 
“ ['m very proud of my boy. This is 
groundbreaking work he's doing 
and it was worth every penny of his 
grant. I simply can't wait to break 
the news to my wife.” It is widely 
believed that Logan's work will be 
published soon, and he has already 
accepted the offer to become one of 
the featured presentations at this 
year’s Spring Symposium. Clearly, 
this is a massive step forward for 
mankind. 
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Developmental Biology 
Students Discover How 
Babies are Made 


This fall semester, Molecular 
Biology & Biochemistry (MBBC) 
students and pre-med students 
from all academic backgrounds are 
discovering the joys of reproduc- 
tion firsthand in Developmental 
Biology (BIOL 0305). The course, 
taught by cell biology Professor 
Gertrude Stiltkin, is an intensive 
education on the mechanisms that 
lead to sexual reproduction, and is 
a keystone course in the scientific 
education of future doctors, life 
sciences researchers, and virgins. 

Laboratory exercises are play- 
ing an important role in Stiltkin's 
class this semester, using model 
organisms, such as sea urchins and 
turkey basters, to explain concepts 
that are complicated and new, even 
to science majors. 

“Well, to be honest, I've tak- 
en a lot of science courses here 
at Midd,” says MBB major, John 
Mitchell ‘19, “and in all this time 
learning about genomics, ecology 
and recombination, I've always 
wondered: what is sex, and what is 
it like?” 


How? 


According to John’s classmates, 
Professor Stiltkin has the answers. 

“Much like John, this is also 
my first time learning about sex 
firsthand, and it’s been really en- 
lightening,” says Annie Smith "19. 

“Despite having spent three years 
in college and countless hours ful- 
filling pre-med requirements, Pro- 
fessor Stiltkin is the only one who's 
been able to show me what all the 
hubbub is about! 

“If it weren't for her lectures on 
sea urchin reproduction, I don't 
think I would know a single thing 
about sex.” 

Most students seem truly excit- 
ed about the opportunity to learn 
about sex. However, as truly ex- 
citing as the class may seem, some 
students, like Josh Goodwater 
"18.5, guestion its relevance. 

“Don't get me wrong,” says Josh, 
“this class has been really fun, 
and I know that this is an import- 
ant credit for applying to medical 
schools. But I still just don't see 
how sex is relevant to our lives out- 
side of the classroom.” 
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MIDD BUYS 1,500 GOOD STUDENTS FROM 
UVM, DECLARES ITSELF ‘ATHLETE NEUTRAL’ 
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MAT 


Middlebury announced today that it has reached its 
goal of athlete neutrality after purchasing 1,500 good 
students from UVM to offset its athlete population. 

the students will continue to attend classes 
at UVM, the purchase allows Middlebury to 
of the student body that was recruited 
for sports. 

This means the institution has finally mana 
balance its donation-minded, alumni-geared interest 
with its less import goal of being an academically 
strong school. 

“I am thrilled that we have found a way to be a good 
school and also accept as many J.O.B. recruits as we'd 
like,” said head of admissions Regina Hurlburt. “I en- 
courage the campus to pause and reflect on how lucky 
we are to be geographically near a school with stu- 
dents who ccepted off merit and were available 
for purchas 

The quest for athlete neutrality began in 2015 when 
its “Student Body Assessment” reported higher body 
fitness levels than anticipated. One of the report’s rec 
ommendations was to increase athlete 
by building athlete-only o 
ered Bridge or Rites of Spring. 


questration 
zations, such as Cov- 


Girl gets PE. Credit 
For Piggybacking 
Off That Idea 


Coach Ritter Revs Up Football Team 
With Pregame NPR Podcast 


This Tuesday, the Office of 
Middlebury College Athletics 
conceded to give a P.E. credit 
to Annie Calloway ‘19 for Pig- 
gybacking Off That Idea. 

Calloway, a Sociology and 
English double major with 
a minor in Linguistics, pe- 
titioned the Office with a 
compelling case about the 
athleticism required behind 
Piggybacking. Calloway ar- 
gued that the demands of 
jumping off ideas and build- 
ing off other points often feel 
physical, and gets her blood 
pumping in a similar vein. 

At the beginning of the in- 
terview, there was some push- 
back against the proposal for 
being too cerebral. Athlet- 
ic administrator Roger Mc- 
Gee questioned, “I don't get 
it: is this just an exercise in 
self-control?” 

However, he was convinced 
when Calloway used this op- 
portunity to demonstrate that 
very piggybacking by adding, 
“I'd like to echo Roger’s point 


about this not being physical 
and also ask how this counts 
as ed.” 

When explaining why she 
voted to approve the credit, 
the coach of the track team 
said, “Calloway's contribu- 
tions were much like a relay 
runner's - grabbing the same 
thing and taking it in a circle 
back to the start. For me, it 
was a no-brainer.” 

She also noted her admira- 
tion of how quickly Calloway 
could whip out a decent point, 
and clap back at someone who 
argued against her. 

The board is excited to hear 
new PE Credit cases next 
week petitioning for: time 
crunching; pulling up that 
GPA; marathon lib-session: 
and running late to class. 

In other news, the Music 
Department has agreed to 
cross-list with most literature 
courses, recognizing those 
harmonious students who of- 
ten speak on a slightly differ- 
ent notes. 


Ira Glass's coverage of the Farm Bill gets the team’s blood pumping with empathy. COURTESY OF MANLY ELKIN 


As the Middlebury football team 
seeks to solidify their position in 
the NESCAC standings this week- 
end, Coach Ritter has decided to 
try a new approach in pumping 
up his players: blasting NPR in the 
locker room before practices and 
games. 

“Look,” said Ritter, “these guys 
have been a little sluggish coming 
out of the locker room the last few 
games, and I think it’s because of 
their choice of music. Sure, Ken- 
drick and Kanye sound good, but 
they don’t get the guys riled up like 


All Things Considered with Ira 
Glass.” 

The strategy has been extremely 
successful. Since Coach Ritter be- 
gan blasting NPR from the team’s 
speakers, total yards per game, 
points per game, and cultural capi- 
tal have all improved exponentially, 
as well as team empathy ratings. 

“It's really a huge motivator 
when we take the field having just 
been informed on the ongoing Syri- 
an conflict,” noted sophomore tight 
end James Johnson ‘21. “There's 
just something about being an in- 


formed citizen that gets my blood 
pumping and ready to crush skulls 
out on the field. 

“And that Ira Glass, man. His 
voice is like butter. Just so smooth.” 

When asked about what it would 
take to win a NESCAC Champion- 
ship, Ritter noted that it would be 
an uphill battle, but that anything is 
possible with the power of Public 
Radio. 

“Who knows,” added Coach, 
“maybe if we take it all the way, we 
can celebrate with a team listening 
of Morning Edition.” 
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